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AGENDA
• 11:30-12:10 Intro and main presentation
• 12:10-12:40 Coffee Break Meet-ups and Team Breakouts
• 12:40-1:00  Team reporting in main room

Sandy Smith, RN, MSN, AOC
Senior Vice President, Clinical Solutions 
and Strategic Partnerships
WCG



• Current State of Oncology

• Impact of the Pandemic

• Outlook

PRESENTATION AGENDA



Current State of Oncology
• Overall cancer mortality has decreased

• Peak in 1991:  215 deaths/100,000
• 2018:  149 deaths/100,000

• Progress:  Lung, colorectal, breast, prostate

•1,501 new cancer drugs approved by FDA since 2006

Sources:  ASCO ascopubs.org/journal/ jco on February 2, 2021: DOI https://doi. org/10.1200/JCO.20. 

29%

2.9 Million Fewer Cancer Deaths



Cancer Incidence 2021

Source:  CA: A Cancer Journal for Clinicians, Volume: 71, Issue: 1, Pages: 7-33, 12 January 2021, DOI: (10.3322/caac.21654) 



 Breast cancer tops lung cancer as most diagnosed cancer in the        
world, new report says (World Health Organization)

 Colon and rectal cancer cases are going up among people younger 
than 50 (American Cancer Society)

 Breast cancer rates have stopped declining in U.S. women younger 
than 40 years (Radiology)

2021 Headlines



Impact of COVID-19



2020:  Almost 1 Billion Diagnostic Visits Lost

Source:  IQVIA, Monitoring the Impact of COVID-19 on the US Pharmaceutical Market, February 12, 2021



Newly Diagnosed Patient Activity Falling (May 2020)

Source:  IQVIA, The Reality of Lost Care - Monitoring the Impact of COVID-19 on the U.S. Pharmaceutical Market
February 18, 2021



Delays in Screening & Early Biopsies

Source:  IQVIA, The Reality of Lost Care - Monitoring the Impact of COVID-19 on the U.S. Pharmaceutical Market, February 18, 2021



Pandemic Impact on Medical Encounters 

Source:  IQVIA, The Reality of Lost Care - Monitoring the Impact of COVID-19 on the U.S. Pharmaceutical Market, February 18, 2021



Projection for 2021 Visits

Source:  IQVIA, Monitoring the Impact of COVID-19 on the US Pharmaceutical Market, February 12, 2021





ASCO Clinical Cancer Advances: 2015-2020

2015 • Transformation of Treatment for CLL

2016 • Immunotherapy

2017 • Immunotherapy 2.0

2018 • Adoptive Cell Immunotherapy

2019 • Progress in Treating Rare Cancers

2020 • Refinement of Surgical Treatment of Cancer

Source:  ASCO website



ASCO 2021 Advance of the Year

• Molecular Profiling in GI Cancers

• Additional Advances:
• Progress in bringing targeted therapies to patients with earlier-stage disease.
• Biomarker-driven treatment approaches that offer more personalized care for 

lung, colorectal, and gastric cancers.
• Combinations of different therapies that extend survival without increasing 

toxicity. 
• A growing number of targeted therapies are offering extended survival for 

more patients with difficult-to-treat cancers.

Source:  ASCO ascopubs.org/journal/ jco on February 2, 2021: DOI https://doi. org/10.1200/JCO.20. 



FDA Oncology Approvals: 2015-2020
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Changes in Numbers of Oncology Clinical Trials

Source:  JAMA Network Open. 2021;4(1):e2036353.  doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.36353



Industry Trends by Therapeutic Area
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Global Clinical Trials Market Share 2020

Source:  Oncology Clinical Trials Market Size, Share & Trends Analysis Report, September 2020. 
www.grandviewresearch.com 



Trends Transforming Oncology Research
 Large pharma and biotech focusing on oncology 
 Precision Medicine – Oncology pipeline is increasingly targeted:

o Histology-agnostic approvals across multiple disease states  (e.g., MSI-H; NTRK)
o Continued expansion of molecular targets
o Genomic understanding of carcinogenesis

Multiple oncology therapies target the same molecular pathways
Multiple agents are now tested against even rare tumors
 Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) & other companion diagnostics
 Expansion of cell and gene therapies
 Trial Designs:  Adaptive trial designs, Synthetic arms
 Digitization:  Seamless technology/AI integration
 Patient engagement in clinical trials



ASCO Research Priorities for 2021
• Develop and integrate AI/deep learning into cancer research
• Identify strategies that predict response and resistance to immunotherapies
• Optimize multimodality treatment for solid tumors
• Increase precision medicine in research and treatment approaches in pediatric 

and rare cancers
• Optimize care for older adults with cancer
• Increase equitable access to cancer clinical trials
• Reduce adverse consequences of cancer treatment
• Reduce obesity’s impact on cancer incidence and outcome
• Better identify potentially malignant lesions and predict when treatment is 

needed

Source:  ASCO ascopubs.org/journal/ jco on February 2, 2021: DOI https://doi. org/10.1200/JCO.20. 



Achieving Equity in Cancer Research

As clinicians, we are committed to providing evidenced-based, high-
quality cancer care to every patient, every day, everywhere. But, if 
clinical trials don’t represent the individuals we treat, including those 
from racial, ethnic, and other minority populations, the state of science 
suffers, and patients with life-threatening conditions may not receive 
the best—perhaps only—treatment option for their condition.

—Lori J. Pierce, MD, FASTRO, FASCO, ASCO President, 2020-2021

Sources:  ASCO ascopubs.org/journal/ jco on February 2, 2021: DOI https://doi. org/10.1200/JCO.20. 



Strategies to Achieve Equity

• Eligibility criteria
• Basket and umbrella trial designs
• Trial availability
• Patient education, recruitment, and support
• Patient navigation
• Novel consent strategies
• Financial assistance

Sources:  ASCO ascopubs.org/journal/ jco on February 2, 2021: DOI https://doi. org/10.1200/JCO.20. 



2021:  This is our time!

Thank you!



Team Talk Firestarter 

How can the collaboration between 
oncology sites and industry evolve to 
improve outcomes now?  



Team Talks!
POPCORN!  

CHAT YOUR NAME, COMPANY, 
and……... 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://pngimg.com/download/43474
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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